
 
 
Governor Dayton proposed an additional $373 million for E12 education with a majority of it going 
toward efforts to close the achievement gap. Dayton has proposed spending $19 million per year to 
eliminate the Head Start waiting list as well as $109 million to phase in a voluntary statewide Pre-K 
program. Under Dayton’s proposal, school districts would receive a one percent per year pupil increase 
as well as full funding for school breakfast for students from pre-k to grade three. However, 
expectations to hire more counselors, pay for additional technology and reduce class sizes could put 
further limitations on these funds. 
 
Per-pupil formula increase: Governor Dayton recommends increasing the basic formula by 1% in FY16 
and an additional 1% in FY17 -- an increase of $58 in FY16 and an additional $59 FY17. The proposal 
also includes increases in other school aid and levy programs that are linked to the general education 
formula, including ECFE. 
 
English Language Learners (ELL): The Governor recommends $7 million to extend funding for up to 7 
years and to support the implementation of the recently passed Learning for English Academic 
Proficiency and Success (LEAPS) Act. 
 
School breakfast: The Governor recommends appropriating $28 million this biennium to expand the 
school free breakfast program to include Pre-Kindergarten and Grades 1-3.  
 
Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS): The Governor recommends $4.6 million to 
accelerate the implementation of school-wide PBIS in schools and districts. This funding will increase 
the training, coaching, and evaluation supports available for schools and districts who are 
implementing PBIS. 
 
Success for the Future: The Governor recommends $4.5 million to expand support for the Success for 
the Future program, which provides grants to eligible schools and districts to develop comprehensive 
and collaborative plans to support academic achievement, decrease the dropout rate and improve the 
school climate for American Indian students. 
 
Regional Centers of Excellence: The Governor recommends appropriating $3 million per year to 
expand the work of the state’s six Regional Centers of Excellence, enabling the centers to provide the 
extend services that priority and focus schools currently receive to 200 more schools, including schools 
with a continuous improvement designation. The expansion would also expand the support for 
standards implementation for schools and districts. 
 
Statewide Pre-K program: The Governor recommends the implementation of a voluntary, year-round 
prekindergarten program offered to parents at no charge.  



The existing School Readiness Program, which supports preschool for a small number of children, 
would be discontinued and the savings would be applied to the total cost of Statewide 
Prekindergarten. In addition, Pathway II of the early learning scholarships would be eliminated and 
that funding used entirely in Pathway I scholarships. 
 
Head Start: Dayton proposes to increase the appropriation $19 million per year to eliminate the Head 
Start waiting list for three and four year olds. 
 
MN Reading Corps: Dayton proposes to increase the appropriation by $10 million 
 
Help Me Grow: The Governor recommends supporting the implementation of a comprehensive, 
collaborative system that will enable the state to align with the National Help Me Grow Model with at 
$2 million appropriation.  


