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The House laid out a much higher spending target at $75 million, compared to the Senate target of 

$41.5 million. 

The House prioritizes K-12 formula funding with a 1% per pupil increase, for a total of $58 million. 

Other proposals include $5 million for telecommunications access aid and $2 million for school 

readiness. In contrast, the Senate places a priority on early education with close to $30 million for Early 

Childhood Family Education, School Readiness and Early Learning Scholarships. 

FORMULA INCREASE 
House: 1% on the formula, $58 million for FY15 
Senate: No change to current law 
 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACCESS AID 
House: Additional $5 million in FY15 and $10 million in FY16-17 
Senate: No change to current law 
 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS 
House: Increases the maximum number of years a student may receive state-funded English learner 
services from five to six years. Increases the English learner program basic revenue from $704 to $726 
per pupil. 
Senate: Formula information to be updated once current Senate version is available. Appropriates 
additional $4.076 million in FY15. Appropriates $9 million in FY16-17. 
 
TEACHER EVALUATION 
House: No change to current law. 
 
Senate: Appropriates $10 million in one-time funding for non-Q Comp districts to begin to implement 
teacher evaluations. FY15 only. 
 
EQUITY REGIONS 
House: Beginning in FY16, expands the metro region used for computing equity revenue from the 
seven county metro area to the federally designated thirteen county Minneapolis-St. Paul-Bloomington 
statistical area. 
Senate: Provides that a district with any of its area located within the seven-county metropolitan area 
is considered part of the metro equity region. 
 
SCHOOL LUNCH AND BREAKFAST 
House: Fully funds reduced-price lunch, $3.5 million in FY15  
Senate: Fully funds reduced-price lunch and breakfast. Extends fully priced breakfast for all 
kindergarten students. 
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SAFE SCHOOLS LEVY FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
House: Increases safe schools levy by $5 per pupil 
Senate: Same 
BUILDING LEASE LEVY 
House: No change to current law 
Senate: Increases lease levy authority by $50 for regular districts and $19 for intermediate districts. 
 
REVIEW AND COMMENT 
House: Increases the minimum qualifying amount needed to trigger a review and comment from $1.4 
million to $2 million. Removes the need for a review and comment on most maintenance projects. 
Senate: Same 
 
ALIGNING MINNESOTA’S ALTERNATIVE TEACHER PROFESSIONAL PAY SYSTEM AND TEACHER 
EVALUATION PROGRAM 
House: Directs MDE to consult with experts and legislators on better aligning Minnesota’s alternative 
professional pay system and teacher developmental and evaluation program and to report to the 
legislature by February 1, 2015, on effecting and funding an improved alignment. 
Senate: Includes language to incorporate specific teacher evaluation requirements into the statutory 
requirements governing the state’s alternative professional pay system. 
 
CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
House: Directs MDE to consult with experts knowledgeable about secondary and post-secondary 
career and technical education programs to determine the content, status, and resources of specific 
career and technical education programs available in Minnesota.  
Senate: No comparable provision 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS, RULEMAKING AUTHORITY 
House: Directs MDE to use the expedited rulemaking process to make the rule changes recommended 
by the special education caseload and rule alignment task force in its 2014 report to the legislature. 
Requires a public hearing if 100 people request it.    
Senate: Included in Senate Education Policy Bill. 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION ONLINE REPORTING 
House: Directs MDE to integrate, customize, and sustain a streamlined statewide online system, with a 
single, integrated model online form, for collecting and reporting special education-related 
data. Requires the online system to interface with existing state reporting systems and with local 
district data systems. 
Senate: Same 
 
NATURAL DISASTER DEBT SERVICE EQUALIZATION 
House: Defines “eligible natural disaster debt service revenue” as the amount necessary to raise 
between 105 and 106 percent of the annual repayment of debt for repair of facilities that (1) have 
been impacted by a natural disaster occurring since January 1, 2005; (2) were damaged by more than 
$500,000; and (3) have repair and replacement costs that are not covered by FEMA or insurance. 
Senate: No comparable provision 
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INNOVATIVE DELIVERY PILOT PROJECT 
House: Allows the pilot project to continue through June 30, 2018, or for up to a five-year term, 
whichever comes first. Allows participants to agree to extend the project beyond these timelines. 
Senate: Same 
 
DEVELOPMENTAL SCREENING AID 
House: Increases developmental screening aid by $5 for each three and four year old child who is 
screened. 
Senate: No changes to current law. 
 
SCHOOL READINESS 
House:  Increases appropriation by $2 million per year. 
Senate: Increases appropriation by $3.367 million per year. 
 
EARLY CHILDHOOD FAMILY EDUCATION 
House: No change to current law. 
Senate: Increases ECFE by $8.9 million in FY15. Also changes ECFE formula so it keys off the K-12 per 
pupil formula. 
 
Amends the ECFE program requirements to require districts to conduct a community needs 

assessment that identifies new and underserved populations, identifies child and family risk factors, 

particularly those that affect children's learning and development, and assesses family and parenting 

education needs in the community. 

 
In addition, states that programming and services tailored to the needs of families and parents are 
prioritized in the community needs assessment; and that ECFE programs provide information about 
and, if needed, assist in arranging for an early childhood health and developmental screening when the 
child nears their third birthday. 
 
Directs ECFE programs to prioritize programming and services for families and parents identified in the 
community needs assessment, particularly those families and parents with children with the most risk 
factors birth to age three. 
 
Requires ECFE programs to be supervised by a licensed early childhood teacher or a licensed parent 
educator. 
 
PARENTING EDUCATION TRANSITION PROGRAM 
To the extent that funds are sufficient, ECFE may provide parenting education transition programming 
for parents of children birth to grade three in districts in which there is a prekindergarten-grade three 
initiative in order to facilitate continued parent engagement in children's learning and development.  
 
Early childhood family education programs are encouraged to develop partnerships to provide a 
parenting education liaison to providers of other public and nonpublic early learning programs, such as 
Head Start, school readiness, child care, early childhood special education, local public health 
programs, and health care providers. 
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HOME VISITING 

House: No change to current law. 
Senate: Requires home visiting to incorporate evidence-informed parenting education practices 
designed to support the healthy growth and development of children, with a priority focus on those 
children who have high needs. 
 
States that home visiting program should be provided by licensed parenting educators, certified family 
life educators, or professionals with an equivalent license that reflect the demographic composition of 
the community to the extent possible. 
 
EARLY LEARNING SCHOLARSHIPS 
House: No change to current law. 
Senate:  Removes $5000 scholarship cap and directs the commissioner to establish a target for the 
average scholarship amount per child based on the results of the rate survey conducted under section 
119B.13. 
 
Clarifies that recipients of Pathway II scholarships may use its established registration process to enroll 
scholarship recipients and may verify a scholarship recipient's family income in the same manner as for 
other program participants. Allows Pathway II recipients to be paid directly from MDE. 
 
Appropriates an additional $8.8 million in FY15. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP EVALUATION REPORT 
House: Requires the commissioner to report on the evaluation of the early learning scholarship 
program by January 15, 2016. 
 
Senate: Requires the commissioner to report on the evaluation of the early learning scholarship 
program by January 15, 2016. The report must include student outcomes by program setting, including 
Head Start programs, school-based prekindergarten and preschool programs, and other early 
education and childcare programs. The report must also include the number of scholarship recipients 
in school-based, home-based, and center-based programs as well as a geographic summary of 
scholarship recipients 
 
ADULT BASIC EDUCATION SUPPLEMENTAL SERVICE GRANTS 
House: Increases the maximum amount of a supplement services grant to any single organization from 
20 to 40 percent of the total amount of supplemental service aid. 
Senate: Same 
 
STATE TOTAL ADULT BASIC EDUCATION AID 
House: Increases the adult basic education program growth factor from 1.025 to 1.03 for fiscal years 
2015 and later. Increases the portion of adult basic education aid available for supplemental service 
grants from two to three percent of the total program aid. 
Senate: Same 
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MN READING CORPS 
House: Appropriates $500,000 in FY15 and $1 million in FY16-17 
Senate: Appropriates $2 million in FY15 
 
NORTHSIDE ACHIEVEMENT ZONE 
House: Appropriates $1.132 million per year, starting in FY15 
Senate: Appropriates $600,000 in FY15 
 
ST PAUL PROMISE NEIGHBORHOOD 
House: Appropriates $1.132 million per year, starting in FY15 
Senate: $600,000 in FY15 
 
 


